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SUBJECT: 380 MEMBERS OF PEOPLE S TEMPLE IN CALIFORNIA PLAN TO 
IMMIGRATE TO GUYANA 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER WILLS ON MARCH 31 GAVE CHARGE COPY OF MEMO OF 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN VIBERT MINGO MINISTER 

OF HOME AFFAIRS AND BISHOP JIM JONES OF PEOPLE'S TEMPLE, 

A RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION LOCATED IN CALIFORNIA. WHO 
PRESENTLY HAVE APPROXIMATELY 40 MEMBERS OF THEIR ORGANI- 
ZATION FARMING OUTSIDE PORT KAITUMA IN THE NORTH WEST 
TERRITORY OF GUYANA. 

2. THE CONVERSATION PERTAINED TO A DECISION ON THE PART 
OF THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE TO HAVE 380 MEMBERS OF THEIR 
ORGANIZATION IMMIGRATE TO GUYANA ON SUNDAY, APRIL 3 BY 
TWO CHARTERED PLANES. MINISTER MINGO REQUESTED THAT 
PEOPLE S TEMPLE OFFICIALS POSTPONE THE ARRIVAL OF THE 
380 PROSPECTIVE IMMIGRANTS TO THURSDAY, APRIL 7 PENDING 
FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THEIR BONAFIDES. GOG HAS 
REQUESTED THAT THE LIST OF 380 PERSONS INCLUDING THE 
NUMBER OF MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN BE FORWARDED TO CLAUDE 
WORRELL AT THE GUYANESE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON FOR HIS 
REVIEW BEFORE PERMISSION TO ENTER GUYANA CAN BE GIVEN. 
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3. AFTER THE MEETING TOOK PLACE, JAMES MENTORE, CHIEF 
OF SPECIAL BRANCH, WHO WAS PRESENT AT THE MEETING, 
INDICATED THAT THE DELAY IN THE ARRIVAL OF THE 380 PERSONS 
WOULD GIVE WORRELL THE OPPORTUNITY TO CHECK THEIR BACK- 
GROUNDS WITH THE POLICE IN CALIFORNIA AND THEN FORWARD 
THIS INFORMATION ON TO GUYANA. AT THIS TIME DATE OF ARRIVAL 
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OF GROUP IS STILL UNDECIDED PENDING COMPLETION OF BACKGROUND 
CHECKS. 

4. THE MOST DISTURBING ASPECT THAT SURFACED IN MEETING 
IS A STATEMENT BY BISHOP JONES TO THE GUYANESE WHEN HE 
INDICATED THAT THE 380 PROSPECTIVE IMMIGRANTS "REPRESENT 
SOME OF THE MOST SKILLED AND PROGRESSIVE ELEMENTS OF HIS 
ORGANIZATION AND AS SUCH ARE MOST VULNERABLE TO STATE 
REPRESSION ON THE PART OF THE AMERICAN AUTHORITIES". 

5. AT THIS MEETING THE BISHOP ALSO EXHIBITED AN ENVELOPE 
THAT HE CLAIMED CONTAINED A CHECK FOR $500,000 THAT HE 
INTENDED TO DEPOSIT IN THE BANK OF GUYANA FOR USE OF THE 
INTENDING IMMIGRANTS TO HELP THEM SETTLE. HE ALSO 
SPOKE OF HIS INTENTION TO HAVE ALL OR MOST OF THE ASSETS 
OF HIS ORGANIZATION TRANSFERRED TO GUYANA. 

6. GOG IS ALSO CONCERNED ABOUT RATIONALE BEHIND BISHOP 
JONES' DECISION TO SUDDENLY BRING LARGE NUMBERS OF AMERICANS 
TO GUYANA. WILLS IS APPREHENSIVE THAT JONES IS CARRYING OUT 
THIS OPERATION BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE HOSTILITY ON THE PART 

OF HIS ORGANIZATION TOWARD THE USG. GOG DEFINITELY DOES 
NOT WISH TO HARBOR A COLONY OF EXPATRIOTS WHO MAY BE 
HOSTILE TOWARD USG AND PUBLISH LITERATURE ATTACKING US. GOG 
IS ALSO CONCERNED THAT THE GROUP MAY HAVE BEEN SMUGGLING 
FOODSTUFFS INTO GUYANA AND MENTORE HAS SUGGESTED THE NEED TO 
ESTABLISH A POLICE OUTPOST IN THE REGION. 

7. ON THE OTHER HAND PEOPLE S TEMPLE ORGANIZATION CURRENTLY 
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HAS A GOOD REPUTATION WITH GOG AS AN INDUSTRIOUS. HARD-WORKING 
ORGANIZATION WHO IS HELPING TO DEVELOP GUYANA'S INTERIOR. IN 
THIS CONNECTION PEOPLE'S TEMPLE OFFICIALS HERE HAVE CLOSE 
WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 
GOG THEREFORE WHILE CHARY OF PROGRAM, NEVERTHELESS HAS NO 
REASON TO DENY ENTRY IF MEMBERS OF THE GROUP ARE ELIGIBLE IN 
ALL OTHER RESPECTS OF GUYANESE LAW. 
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